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EXECUTIVE SUMARY

Theriault & Hachey Peat Moss Inc. (Theriault & Hachey) is a locally owned New Brunswick family business that has been
processing and shipping quality peat products from their Baie-Sainte-Anne facilities to customers worldwide since 1963, with
the addition of value-added, professional horticultural growing mixes in 2007. In 2015, facing adverse conditions,

Theriault & Hachey entered into a strategic partnership agreement with Les Tourbiéres Berger Ltée (Berger) that involved
transferring its lease rights on peatlands Nos. 324W and 302A to Berger. In exchange Theriault & Hachey can continue to
harvest a base amount of peat. In March 2018, the Theriault & Hachey processing and packaging plant burned down, and it
was rapidly replaced by a newly constructed $10M facility that was completed in 2019, but additional volumes of raw peat
are required to maximize the Theriault & Hachey investment in this facility.

In February 2021, the New Brunswick Department of Natural Resources and Energy Development (DNRED) launched a
Call for Tenders for a peat exploration licence for Peatland No. 6 (PEL 2021-01). Theriault & Hachey Peat Moss Ltd.
submitted a proposal and was awarded the Peat Exploration Licence 2021-1. Developing Peatland No. 6 will allow the
company to replace and rebuild its own production capacity and have a better control over its supply.

As required by subsection 5(1) of the Environmental Impact Assessment Regulation (Regulation 87-83) for peat harvesting
projects, Theriault & Hachey must submit a registration document to receive approval from the Department of Environment
and Local Government (DELG) for its Peatland No. 6 Project. The company appointed WSP Canada Inc. (WSP) to prepare
the registration document in accordance with the Guide to Environmental Impact Assessment in New Brunswick and the
Sector-specific Guidelines for Peat Development Projects of the DELG.

Peatland No. 6 is located on Crown land 20 km southeast of Miramichi and it covers 301 ha including 206 ha with over 1 m
of peat depth. It lies in a remote location accessible through Weldfield-Collette Road. Theriault & Hachey intends to develop
176 ha for peat harvesting over a 9-year period and the life expectancy of the operation is estimated to be 50 years. The
project does not include the construction of a peat processing plant since the harvested peat will be processed at the

Theriault & Hachey Baie-Sainte-Anne plant located besides the company headquarters, which is producing compressed
horticultural peat and mix. The project will create 23 seasonal jobs at the harvesting site and 19 fulltime jobs at the
Baie-Sainte-Anne facilities once the peatland is in full operation.

The project comprises the development of peat fields using standard methods and the construction of drainage network of
secondary drainage ditches, main ditches, and sedimentation ponds. Infrastructures will also include a 4.07-km access road,
bog roads (2.71 km) and a service area.

The project is to be completed in three phases: construction, operation, and reclamation. The construction phase includes
digging the sedimentation ponds and the main drainage ditches, building access and bog roads, and preparing fields for
harvest in conjunction with digging the secondary drainage ditches.

The proposed drainage network will capture all the water flowing from the harvested fields and infrastructure and the water
will be directed into the sedimentation ponds or over low vegetated land areas to filter water before it reaches receiving
watercourses in accordance with current requirements. The construction will proceed progressively over a period of at least
nine (9) years.
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The operation phase involves harrowing, harvesting, stockpiling, and transportation of peat. It also includes maintenance of
fields and infrastructure that will be carried out annually or as needed. During this phase, the drainage network will remove
water from the fields to create the necessary conditions for drying and harvesting peat without affecting the flow rate or
quality of water in the receiving watercourses. The Peatland No. 6 Project will allow peat production of 450,000 bales
(0.17 m® or 6 cubic feet) per year once the harvest area is fully developed by 2031. The production will slowly decrease
afterward. The life expectancy of the bog is estimated at about 50 years and the total production at 14,500,000 bales.

The reclamation phase involves returning the site to wetlands, either through Sphagnum Revegetation or Forest Habitat. Bog
ponds will also be created among the Sphagnum Revegetation and Forest Habitat areas. The site reclamation phase will
proceed progressively as fields will be closed to harvest.

Peatland No. 6 is located in the Kouchibouguac Ecodistrict that encompasses the eastern coastline of New Brunswick. The
bedrock is composed entirely of sandstone, mudstone, and conglomerate covered by moraine sediments. Organic deposits
overlie moraine sediments in and around Peatland No. 6. The peatland has two domes with peat depth reaching 5 m separated
by a shallow peat zone. It straddles the watersheds of Black River and Bay du Vin River, both located within the Miramichi
River Basin. Rosaireville Lake occupies a large portion of the peatland to the north.

The vegetation of the peatland is typical of domed raised bog of the Kouchibouguac Ecodistrict dominated by a Sphagnum
carpet along with low-shrubs and herbaceous species. Three rare plant species, Cloudberry, Russet Cottongrass and White-
fringed Orchid were observed but no species listed under provincial or federal Species at Risk (SAR) legislation were found.
Three provincially rare bird species — Bufflehead, Sandhill Crane, and Wilson’s Snipe, were observed near or at the margin
of the peatland during breeding bird surveys.

The Goodfellow Brook Protected Natural Area (PNA) is located 3.5 km northwest of Peatland No. 6 and Candidate
Conservation Area No. 0683 covers the northern part of the peatland including Rosaireville Lake and is adjacent to the
northern limit of the proposed development.

The closest First Nations communities are the Natoaganeg (Eel Ground) and Metepenagiag (Red Bank) Mi’kmaq
communities with population of 1,036 and 702 repectively. The Natoaganeg community is located near the city of Miramichi
and 25 km to the northwest of Peatland No. 6 while the Metepenagiag community is located 38 km to the northwest of
proposed project. Elsipogtog (Big Cove), L’nui Menikuk (Indian River), and Esgenoopetitj (Burnt Church) are other
Mi’kmaq communities located within a radius of 50km from the Project.

The area surrounding Peatland No. 6, which lies in Northumberland County, is sparsely populated. The drivers of the local
economy are mostly based on primary and secondary activities using a resource base and it is expected that the Project will
have a positive impact by providing additional jobs.

Due to proposed mitigation measures, the development of Peatland No. 6 is expected to have little impact on the
environmental components. Diffuse overland flow and its combination with sedimentation ponds at drainage network outlets
will capture suspended peat particles in an efficient manner and prevent impact on downstream water quality. The
preservation of 125 ha out of the 301 ha covered by the peatland will provide plant and wildlife habitat throughout the
duration of the project. The implementation of the reclamation plan will ensure re-establishment of Sphagnum dominated
plant communities and the return of the ecosystem’s functions such as carbon sequestration, hydrologic regime, and species
and habitat diversity. Forest habitat may also be created where conditions will not be suitable for Sphagnum revegetation.
Specific mitigation measures also address other components such as air and soil quality, workers health and safety and fire.
As the area is relatively undeveloped, except for another harvested peatland 7 km to the northwest, no cumulative impacts are

expected.
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