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APPROVAL TO OPERATE 

 
I-8981 

  
 
 

Pursuant to paragraph 5 (3) (a) of the Air Quality Regulation - Clean Air Act, and paragraph 8(1) of the Water 

Quality Regulation - Clean Environment Act, this Approval to Operate is hereby issued to: 
 
 

SCOTTS CANADA LTD. SCOTTS CANADA LTEE.  
for the operation of the  

Peatland No. 524 - Tabusintac  
 
Description of Source: Peat Moss 

  
 
Source Classification: Air Quality Regulation Class 4 

Fees for Industrial Approvals 
Regulation - Clean Water Act 

Class 3 

 
Parcel Identifier: 40235418, 40232472, 40234494, 40234502, 40323438, 

40232464, 40084717, 40234304, 40232456, 40234296, 
40157117 
 

Mailing Address: 771 rue Principale 
St-Bonaventure , QC  J0C 1C0 
 

Conditions of Approval: See attached Schedules  "A" and "B"  of this 
Approval 
  

Supersedes Approval: I-8865 
  

 
Valid From:  February 16, 2015  
 
Valid To:  September 29, 2019 
 
 
 
Recommended by:                                                                                                                           
                               Environment Division                 
 
 
Issued by:                                                                                                               February 16, 2015                                  
                     for the Minister of Environment and Local Government                          Date 
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SCHEDULE "A"  

 
GENERAL INFORMATION 

 
 

APPLICABILITY: 
 
This standard applies to all Peat Harvesting Operations in New Brunswick. 
 
DEFINITIONS 
 
"Approval Holder" means the person or entity to which this Approval is issued, as named on 
the certificate page of this Approval. 
 
"Department" means the New Brunswick Department of Environment and Local Government. 
 
"Facility" means the property, buildings and equipment located on the property identified by 
the Parcel Identifier(s) on the certificate page of this Approval, and all contiguous property 
in the title and/or control of the Approval Holder at that location. 
 
“normal business hours” means the hours when the Department's offices are open.  These 
include the period between 8:15 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. from Monday to Friday excluding statutory 
holidays. 
 
“after hours” means the hours when the Department's offices are closed.  These include 
statutory holidays, weekends, and the hours before 8:15 a.m. and after 4:30 p.m. from Monday to 
Friday. 
 
"statutory holiday" means New Years Day, Good Friday, Easter Monday, the day fixed by 
proclamation of the Governor-in-council for the celebration of the birthday of the Sovereign 
(Victoria Day), Canada Day, New Brunswick Day, Labour Day, the day fixed by proclamation of 
the Governor-in-council as a general day of Thanksgiving, Remembrance Day, Christmas Day and 
Boxing Day. If the Statutory Holiday falls on a Sunday, the following day shall be considered as the 
Statutory Holiday. 
 
“environmental emergency” means a situation where there has been or will be a release, 
discharge, or deposit of a contaminant or contaminants to the atmosphere, soil, surface water, 
and/or groundwater environments of such a magnitude or duration that it could cause significant 
harm to the environment or put the health of the public at risk. 
 
TERMS AND CONDITIONS 
 
The Approval Holder shall operate the Facility in accordance with the following: 
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EMERGENCY REPORTING 
 
1a.   Immediately following the discovery of an environmental emergency, the Approval 

Holder shall notify the Department in the following manner. 
 
 During normal business hours, telephone the Department’s applicable Regional Office 

until personal contact is made (i.e. no voice mail messages will be accepted) and 
provide as much information that is known about the environmental emergency.  The 
telephone numbers for the Department’s six Regional Offices are provided in the table 
below. 

 

 After hours, telephone the Canadian Coast Guard until personal contact is made and 
provide as much information that is known about the environmental emergency.  The 
telephone number for the Canadian Coast Guard is 1-800-565-1633. 

 
1b.   Within 24-hours of the time of initial notification, a Preliminary Emergency Report 

shall be faxed by the Approval Holder to the Department’s Central Office and 
applicable Regional Office using the fax numbers provided below.  The Preliminary 
Emergency Report shall clearly communicate as much information that is available at the 
time about the environmental emergency. 

 
 Within five (5) days of the time of initial notification, a Detailed Emergency Report 

shall be faxed by the Approval Holder to the Department’s Central Office and 
applicable Regional Office using the fax numbers provided below.  The Detailed 
Emergency Report shall include, as minimum, the following: i) a description of the 
problem that occurred; ii) a description of the impact that occurred; iii) a description of 
what was done to minimize the impact; and iv) a description of what was done to 
prevent recurrence of the problem. 

 
Office location Phone Fax 

Bathurst Regional Office (506) 547-2092 (506) 547-7655 
Fredericton Regional Office (506) 444-5149 (506) 453-2893 
Grand Falls Regional Office (506) 473-7744 (506) 475-2510 
Miramichi Regional Office (506) 778-6032 (506) 778-6796 
Moncton Regional Office (506) 856-2374 (506) 856-2370 
Saint John Regional Office (506) 658-2558 (506) 658-3046 
Central Office N/A (506) 457-7805 

 
FACILITY MANGEMENT 
 
2. The Approval Holder shall ensure that the total suspended solids concentration in 

the effluent leaving the facility does not exceed 25 mg/L. 
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3. The  Approval  Holder  shall  ensure  that  all  drainage  water  from  the milled peat 
portions of the Facility  is  directed  to  a sedimentation pond for treatment before being 
discharged to the environment. If there are no watercourses located within 30 meters, 
drainage water may be permitted to flow over undisturbed land if written approval is 
received from the Department. 

 
4. The Approval Holder shall ensure that no floating particles are present in the drainage 

water leaving the facility. 
 
5. The Approval Holder shall ensure that all ditches and all sedimentation ponds, if 

applicable, are cleaned of peat at the end of each harvesting season. 
 
6. The Approval Holder shall ensure that, when possible, the exit of the sedimentation pond 

is blocked when the ditches and/or ponds are being cleaned. 
 
7. The Approval Holder shall ensure that all vacuum harvesters operated at the Facility 

are equipped with adequate dust control equipment to prevent dust produced during the 
peat extraction from causing adverse impacts to any off-site receptors. 

 
8. By October 31 of each year, the Approval Holder shall remove from the bog, all piles 

that are not covered or protected by a sturdy natural crust. 
 
9. The Approval Holder shall ensure that all chemicals, including petroleum products, 

used at the Facility are located in a dedicated Chemical Storage System.  The system 
shall be set-up to ensure that all chemicals are: 

 
a) secured in sealed and chemically resistant containers; 
b) away from high traffic areas and protected from vehicle impacts; 
c) away from electrical panels; 
d) in a containment area that has secondary containment adequate to contain 110 % 

of the nominal volume of the largest container in the containment area; 
e) in a containment area that is designed to prevent contact between incompatible 

chemicals; and 
f) in  a  containment  area  designed  to  prevent  the  release  or  discharge  of  

chemicals  to  the environment as a result of a spill. 
 
10.   The Approval Holder shall ensure that any waste oil generated at the Facility is 

disposed of in a manner acceptable to the Department. 
 
11.  The Approval Holder shall ensure that odour, dust, noise, and/or site run-off being 

released or discharged from the Facility does not cause adverse impacts to any off-site 
receptor.  In the event impacts are suspected by the Department to be adversely 
impacting any off-site receptor, the Approval Holder may be required to investigate the 
degree of impact and/or develop, submit, and implement a Prevention and Control Plan 
in accordance with a timetable established by the Department.  The plan shall be 
submitted in writing to the Department for review and approval prior to implementation. 
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REPORTING 
 
12.  In the event of a small spill or leak of liquid materials, the Approval Holder shall act first 

to contain, and then to clean up the spilled or leaked material and mitigate any resulting 
impacts as soon as the spill or leak is detected.  If the spill or leak results in an 
"environmental emergency" as defined in this Approval, the Approval Holder shall report 
the event in accordance with the Emergency Reporting section of this Approval.  If the 
spill or leak is not an "environmental emergency", the Approval Holder shall report 
this event to the Department's applicable Regional Office by fax, within one business 
day, identifying the material spilled, the approximate amount of liquid spilled, the 
location of the spill and the method(s) used to clean up the liquid. 

 
13.   Within  15  days  of  the  end  of  each  month,  the  Approval  Holder  shall  submit  a  

Monthly Monitoring report to the Department. The report shall, as a minimum, include 
all monitoring results required for the previous month by the “Testing and Monitoring” 
section of Schedule “B” of this Approval, if applicable. If there was not any monitoring 
or testing required during the previous month, the Approval Holder is not obligated to 
submit a monitoring report for that month. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prepared by: ______________________________ 
  André Fortin, P.Eng. 
  Approvals Engineer, Industrial Processes Section 
  Impact Management Branch 
  

February 16, 2015 
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SCHEDULE "B" 
 
TESTING AND MONITORING 

 
1. The Approval Holder shall monitor the total suspended solids concentration from the 

sedimentation pond(s) according to the following schedule: 
 

a) Once every two weeks, under normal weather conditions; 
b) The day following a heavy rain; 
c) The day of, and the next day after, any wind storm expected to result in a 

significant loss of peat from the bog. 
 
Sampling is only required during the harvesting period, when there is a discharge to a 
watercourse. Bi-weekly samples (a) are not required for those periods that samples have been 
taken under (b) or (c). 




